PREFACE

That knowledge has played a key role in human progress has long been acknowledged by
leaders in all walks of life. It is the vitality of new and original knowledge and of creative
expressions of ideas which has brought the role of knowledge, and consequently of the
intellectual property system, into the limelight in recent years.

We build on the basis of accumulated knowledge, through creative adaptation, innova-
tive interpretation and ingenious insights. Creating an environment which fosters and
enhances the use of this improved understanding of ourselves and our environment is a key
challenge and a core concern for the State, market and society in many countries.

The modern intellectual property system has become an important tool for harnessing
the power of knowledge for development, and this enhanced focus on intellectual property
has put this system under intense scrutiny, from multiple perspectives, worldwide. The
dynamics of economic, social, cultural and political factors in a democratic dialogue and
consensus-driven environment invariably interface with and shape the future evolution of
the intellectual property system.

The authors are internationally well-known authorities on intellectual property matters —
Shahid Alikhan, a former Deputy Director General of the World Intellectual Property
Organization (WIPQ), and Raghunath Mashelkar, an outstanding seientist and dynamic
feader of the Council of Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR) ef India. They have,
through this book, helped to demystify the subject of intellectual property for a varied
audience, and have done so with a singular conviction that, if properly managed, the intel-
lectual property system can contribute to the betterment of the human condition in all soci-
eties. Their presentation on Intclectual Property and Competitive Strategies in the 21st
Century i1s unique in its emphasis on the techno-economic impact of mtellectual property
rights in enterprise competitiveness. Its coverage of a number of current issues that pose
challenges to the intellectual property system is especially timely.

This book deals with a wide array of topics n a lucid, coherent and concise manner, and
provides a panoramic view of the pitfalls, challenges and possibilities linked to the intel-
lectual property system as an instrument for socio-economic, culteral and technological
development as well as for improving the quality of life of the many peoples of our planet.
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