The Communal violence of December 1988

In 1988 December, the centenary of Hedgewar the founder of RSS was organised on a grand scale. Because of sizeable SC population in Kolar, a SC Doctor Sri Govinda Raj (Bhavani Nursing Home) was requested to be the President of the celebrations committee. This doctor never sympathised with RSS and in fact was a BAMCEF worker. The very inauguration of this committee ran into rough weather. The doctor insisted that Ambedkar was a non-Hindu with RSS differing with him. Thereafter the RSS, unceremoniously abandoned Dr. Govind Raj and began to organise on their own. About 100 small committees were formed or the existing ones like Ayyappa Samitis utilised to propagate the ideals of Hedgewar. It culminated in centenary celebrations on December 1988. on the day of the celebration a long procession of Hindu gods/goddesses was taken out. The youth with their yellow ribbons on their head and red tilak smacked of the militancy acquired on the day. The students and other lumpen elements joined. Liquor was profusely in use. The dancing, slogan shouting gave out the intentions of the organisers. But largely Muslim community did not react at first. In fact certain Muslim leaders welcomed the procession in their area. This infuriated others in the community.

A mob of about 200 gathered at New Bus-stand area and began shouting “Allah Ho Akbar”, and pelted stones at houses. In the meanwhile crackers burst at PWD Quarters gave way for confusion and clashes. The intoxicated youth with head bands attacked as many shops as possible, and pelted stones. The villagers that had gathered for the procession attacked Muslims near Cocoon Market. They were settling old scores. More than 200 were arrested. The Police attacked many houses in Dargah locality and dragged Muslim youth away. For one whole week tension persisted. The local papers blew up stories of all sorts. Bombs were ‘discovered’, which later proved to be a hoax. Most of the arrested were the migrated labour in Silk Reeling business. The cocoon market was closed down for more than one month. The affected were largely poor Muslims and the reeling units laid bare for more than a month. The workers in reeling factories suffered. The clashed threw up many contradictions and tensions existing in society especially in Silk business. But it was a pity that these tensions were settled in the communal clashes.
HOW IT HAPPENED?

The Rashtriya Swayem Sevak Sangha (RSS) was celebrating the birth Centenary of Late Hedigewar, founder of RSS, every where in the nation. They had planned to celebrate the same in Kolar on 1-12-1988. The preparation for the Celebration started as early as a month back which included torch light procession, selling of RSS Flag, writing slogans on walls etc. 

On 11-12-1988 about 5000-1000 people were gathered (most of them were brought from outside places like Bangalore) and the procession started. The procession was supposed to go through the main roads. Instead, the procession went into the market where most of the shops are owned by Muslims. As the precession was coming out of the market, a provocating announcement was made through the loud speakers saying that some of the volunteers were beaten by Muslims. This was the beginning of the violence. The volunteers of RSS rushed to the Muslim shops and started beating, stoning them, looting and burning their shops. We also heard that undesirable elements like goondas and lumpen politicians too played their part. Meanwhile provocating rumours started spreading throughout the city. By the time the procession approached Ammavar Petta Circle the incidents of rioting had already spread in Cottonpete, Katarir palya, Kurubarapet. Gowripet, Devangapet, Chamundinagara etc. The attacks and counter- attacks went unabated for a week. 

Fifty huts of Chamundinagar were torched to ashes. The Muslims of Marjenahalli, Kodikannur and Guaddekannur, have fled their villages. Some of the Muslims of Vatrakunte, Bangarapet Taluk were attacked and one person was seriously injured and admitted to the hospital. A Muslim woman was attacked by four Ayyappa devotees. The police have only chased them, but were not arrested. Another woman at Thalikunta was also attacked. A poultry farm of a Muslim was fully burnt and rest of his property like T, V., other household materials were looted. It is estimated that about 50 people were injured. A loss of eight lakhs has been incurred and 90% of the property damaged belongs to Muslims. 

THE CAUSES, HEARD BY OTHERS: 

We tried to meet the leading personalities of RSS and some of the important persons of the city. But none of them wore available. We could only collect the facts form the public, members of DSS, college students and some of the patients of SNR Hospital. 

There are four possible versions behind the cause of the explosion. 

(I)                 Some of the processionists who were at the tail end of the procession, burst crackers. Accidentally, a cracker piece had landed upon a Muslim shop. The shop owner was naturally frightened and requested the processionists to exercise proper care. This interaction transformed into a quarrel between them and caused the riot.

(II)              Some people had spread a rumour that a lorry driver, who was bringing the participants from a nearby village in his lorry, was attacked. This news was given a big announcement and caused rioting

(III)            A rumour had spread that two bike riders who were piloting the procession were kidnapped by the Muslims, when actually the bike raiders had temporarily gone out of the procession on their own. This mispropaganda made the processionists rush to the Muslim shops. 

(IV)           While the procession was passing through the market, stones were thrown on the procession. In retaliation, processionists started stoning the Muslims.

Out at the four versions mentioned above, most of them opined for the cracker incidence. But everyone agreed that only after the announcement by the RSS leaders, the rioting had started.

THE ROLE OF POLICE: Nobody is happy with the role played by the police. People say that the police could have easily prevented the tragic incidents. They had allowed the procession to deviate from the pre fixed route. When the stone throwing and looting started, the police became silent spectators. People also complained that the Superintendent of Police, Mr. Dharmapala Negi had himself drove the jeep into the mosque compound and started beating the Muslims and had also taken some of them into custody. This incident had very badly injured the feelings of the Muslims and it was reflected in attacking Mr. Vani the Dy. S.P. Police-Officers and constables returned to their sense of duty only after the higher officers visited Kolar. 

OUR OBSERVATION: 

The population of Kolar town is about one lakh. The population pattern is—Muslims, about 28%, Scheduled Case and Tribes 23%, Okkaligas, Komoti Shetty etc. 30% and Backward Classes 16%, and remaining include other minorities. Muslims have played an important role in the economic development of the District. Most of the shops in the market and some of the Industries are owned by them. They also control the first stage of Silk Industry like twisting, reeling etc.  In the recent years, the Hindu Community is also taking increasing interest in business and industry. As in the present riot, it is always found that the major targets of the rioters are the properties and shops. 

It seems that the communal riots are the extensions of the business and economical contradictions. Religious feelings are provoked by the fundamentalist to mobilise the mass to safeguard such interest. The B. J. P. and RSS elements have as in other incidents always used the religion to threaten the minorities. 

It is also clear beyond any doubt that some elements of the political parties have glaringly been involved in making the situation worse.

For Illustration A mandal member who belongs to a major political party openly admitted that after hearing the news of attack on Hindus by Muslims, he had gathered 500 people and moved towards the Durga on 12th December night. But the police successfully prevented and sent them back. While we were talking to this man, he was surrounded 

by a pack of Ayyappa devotees. It is evident that most of the political parties maintain a sort of soft corner approach towards culprits belonging to majority community. They have no hesitation to hobnob with communal organisatlons like RSS. Hence, most of them will not antagonise these elements with the dubious intention. 

It is also an admitted fact that communal riots are being tagged upon minority people as a proverbial sword of Democles. The unfortunate event in Kolar is a glaring fact that it is a prepoll exercise to secure Hindu votes.

