Rama Jyothi processions

The rash of communal riots in September, 1990 that broke out in the towns of Ramnagaram, Channapatna, Kolar, Davangere, Tumkur and their mofussil areas were linked in timing and cause. A striking feature of these disturbances was that specific local issues could no longer be identified as the starting points of trouble. In all the cases the causes as well as the pattern of violence were strikingly similar. The single-most important cause behind the riots was the fallout from the Rama Janmabhoomi movement and more immediately from the Rama Jyothi processions organized and taken out by the BJP, RSS and VHP.  
And also see 
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REPORT ON COMMUNAL RIOTS IN CHANNAPATANA

            There were communal riots in many towns of Karnataka during October 1990. They were preceded by riots in Ramanagaram, known as the Silk town of the state, 50 kms away from Bangalore on September 2, 1990. Tension has been stoked in this town by the Ganesh festivities followed by Ramjyothi processions. These riots had lead to the death of 7 persons, scores were injured and properties worth lakhs lost.  A team that consisted of Prof. Basheer Hussain and Prof. Hasan Mansur had visited this town on September 11, 1990. They listened to the accounts of riots given by members of Hindu and Muslim communities and the version of the police and went round the town to see places subject to vandalism. From there, they proceeded to Channapatna, thirteen kms away and talked to some people there who felt the tension of the riots in Ramanagaram but were assuring themselves there would be no fall-out in their own town.         

            There was a clash in Malebennur in Chitradurga district on September 27, Kanakagiri in Gangavathi Taluk of Raichur district and Bijapur witnessed clashes on September 28, with the advent of the Ramjyothi processions. 

            Riots broke out in Channapatna on October 3, 1990 which left many dead, properties destroyed and the contagion spread to the villages. The climax was in Davanagere on October 5, when a Ramjyothi procession ran beserk, the police opened fire leaving eight dead and many injured. Riots broke out in villages around Kolar also. 

            In the wake of these wide-spread riots Justice V.M. Tarkunde, Adviser to Citizens of Democracy and Shri N.D.Pancholi, its General Secretary authorised Sri S.R. Hiremath, Prof. Hasan Mansur and others to investigate causes of riots in Karnataka and to prepare reports suggesting remedial measures to control them. A team of C.F.D. (K) spent two days in Davanagere on October 23rd and 24th, met people of both communities, interviewed officials of the local police and went round the town to see the havoc caused by the riots. A report was prepared and the Press was briefed on the findings. 

            The C.F.D. (K) team that went to Channapatna on December 31, 1990 consisted of Ms. Yasmin Yusuf Siwani, Sri. Raju and Prof. Hasan Mansur.  This team visited the scenes of looting and burning on K.T. Road, Kote area, Petechere, Harijan Colony, Muslim Block in front of the railway station and Thattakere. They talked to some victims of the riots. They interviewed the editor of the only daily in Kannada ‘Bayalu Seeme’ Shri S. J. Rame Gowda and they acknowledge the information and assistance given by him regarding the riots. Members of the Raitha Sangha co-operated with the ream in the course of its investigations, thanks to the initiative taken by its leader, Prof. Nanjundaswamy.      

            Channapatna is a small town about 63 kms from Bangalore. It is famous for its silk filatures and has a hoary tradition of making colourful toys. The populations is about 83,000, out of which about 33,000 are Muslims. Some of the latter are prosperous because of their investments in silk filatures and the toy industry, but the majority of Muslims as in any other part of Karnataka are most backward economically and socially. The poor among them are confined to an area called Dayira. Most of them are engaged in rolling beedis and others in manual labour. 

            Channapatna has a history of occasional skirmishes between Hindus and Muslims, but this was the most serious incident upto date. As stated earlier, this town as many other places in Karnataka had felt the impact of Ganesh and Ram Jyothi festivities and these had generated great tension. The killing, looting and arson, a month earlier in Ramanagaram added to the provocations here. All the pent-up feelings of both the communities surfaced and broke out in violence. 

            The actual cause of the riot was the alleged teasing of a Muslim girl by a Hindu boy. This agitated some Muslims who complained to the police. The latter pacified them saying that they had registered their complaint against the boy and action would be initiated shortly. Not satisfied with this the crowd insisted that the accused should be handed over to them for instant justice. Rightly the police refused to let the people take the Law into their own hands.  But the crowd grew restive and moved towards the Government Junior College for girls and armed with staves started attacking and looting shops and nearly two hundred huts were badly affected. 

            Of the sixteen dead, eleven got burnt to death when huts were set on fire and the rest died of injuries. There were rumours that people were killed and dumped into the local tank; but the police denied the report. Rumours were rife and afloat and they caused immense damage. 

             A few kilometres away from Channapatna is a village called Muhammad Khan Doddi. Almost all the inhabitants belonged to the minority community. This village was attacked and except for three R.C.C. houses, thirty six houses were burned down.  The victims alleged that the arsonists came from the villages around the place. Women and children living there were sheltered by villagers of Bewoor by members of the other community and were later sent to Channapatna.  Luckily no lives were lost. 

            The police force in Channapatna as admitted by the authorities was inadequate to cope with the riots. They had to summon the trainees from the Karnataka State Police Training School nearby to assist them to restore order. Platoons of Karnataka State Reserve Police arrived from Bangalore later. The local police had neither the number nor the resources to maintain vigil in town and the affected villages around. 

            There were no firefighting to put down the fire started by the arsonists. Fire tenders had to be summoned from Bangalore to attend to cases of arson in Channapatna and the villages nearby.

            Day and night curfew was imposed starting on the night of October 3, till October 7, and thereafter night curfew remained enforced till November 3, 1990. 

            There were instances of people saved by the members of the other community; in one instance a handicapped woman was saved from a burning hut. 

            When the Central Reserve Police Force was inducted into Channapatna to maintain law and order, there were indiscriminate arrests, mostly of innocent people in towns and villages.  Later most of them were released when found innocent. 

            The Silk market employing many people was closed from October 4th to 20th, causing a loss of thousands of rupees. Work in Silk filatures, mortar-making,  toy making and other spheres was badly affected. Dabba shops selling tea, beedies, etc, were at a standstill. As many as fifty people selling lottery tickets were without a job.  In a word, economic life of thousands was badly hit and the worst affected were the very poor of both communities.

            Those who suffered losses were 323 in number, victims of trouble were 1878, houses completely burnt were 171, wooden shops burnt were 107 and houses partially burnt were 267. In villages 55 huts were fully or partially burnt down. 63 people in town and villages suffered mild injuries. There were losses of coconut, mango, sugarcane and ragi crops destroyed by incensed mobs of villagers. The total loss of properties was estimated to be around 3½ crores of rupees.    

            The compensation paid on October 5, was as follows:

                        For the dead: Rs. 3.20 lakhs

                        For the injured: Rs. 60,000/-

                        For loss of sheds: Rs. 2.85 lakhs.

Among the victims were poor dalits living in Petecheri, Thattekere and Harijan Colony. 

            Those who looted shops were motivated neither by faith nor religiosity, but solely for the love of thieving; most of these were anti-social elements.

            By October 9, an uneasy peace has returned to Channapatna. Though Dayira solely inhabited by Muslims and Patanhadi looked normal, no Muslim stirred out to work, in particular they dare not go into villages selling or buying things. People were in town from villages on business and a few shops were open. 

            There were instances of Muslim families safeguarded by activists of Raitha Sangha in Thotanahalli and Nagenahalli. There was one noble instance of Shri Huchaveerappa of Dyavarapatna sheltering Muslims for which he had to pay dearly. His 10 year crop of 185 Mango trees were cut down by the incensed co-religionists, each tree costing Rs. 10, 000. But he did not regret the good deed of saving human lives and thought these were more precious than the trees lost.

            On October 18, the Chief Minister visited Channapatna, and raised the compensation for the dead, from Rs. 20,000 to Rs. 50,000 for each person. 

            There was a sensational case of an alleged dacoity on October 21, where the inmates of the house were severely thrashed and robbed of gold and silver. The police registered a case of dacoity, while the inmates claimed that it was communal in nature. The local B.J.P leader openly charged that ‘Muslim Goondas’ were responsible for it, adding to the tension that had been gradually easing. The miscreants have not been traced so far. 

            The total dead numbered 18 and the injured 63. Rs. 2,500 was paid to each injured person. 

            For fully burnt out properties compensation paid                        - Rs. 65.11 lakhs 

            For partially burnt out properties compensation paid      - Rs. 26.79 lakhs

                                                                                                 Total:   Rs. 91.90 lakhs

In Channapatna, 36 cases were filed and 148 people were arrested. In the villages around, 23 cases were filed and 148 arrested.

            After this investigation, the following conclusions were drawn:

1.                  There was a failure of police intelligence to foresee the outbreak of riots in spite of riots that had broken out a month earlier in nearby Ramanagaram.  

2.                  These riots are the likely outcome of the fallout of Ramjyothi observance in the district and the general climate of suspicion, fear and hatred arising out of the Ramjanambhoomi/ Babri Masjid issue. 

3.                  There was an absence of leadership in both the communities or incapacity to control their followers.

4.                  There was abysmal failure on the part of the national political parties to avert the tragedy.  

5.                  There was paucity of forces of law and order and failure to augment the same to meet the contingency.

6.                  The charge that some members of the ruling party had a vested interest in instigating riots to get rid of the Chief Minister needs to be examined.

7.                  The local unit of the BJP was unabashedly communal having stoked the fires earlier in Ramanagaram, by segregating dalit workmen and issuing provocative handbills attacking the minority.

8.                  The poor were the worst affected and the majority were Muslims and some dalits. The former were at the receiving end in terms of loss of lives and properties. 

The C.F.D. (K) suggest the following measures:

A sitting judge of the High Court of Karnataka constituting the Commission of Inquiry be named to probe into these riots. 

Systemic and serious efforts be made to bring to book the culprits responsible for the riots.        

Adequate compensation be paid for loss of life, limb or property. The team witnessed many burnt huts and shops yet to be rebuilt.

To ferret out the truth about the role of a section of the ruing party alleged to be behind the riots. 

Voluntary, non-political secular groups to take initiative to bring together estranged communities and a citizens’ peace committee on a permanent basis to promote understanding among all sections of the people. 

                                                                                                26, October 1990

PRESS NOTE

CFD REPORT ON COMMUNAL VIOLENCE IN DAVANAGERE RELEASED: DEMANDS JUDICIAL ENQUIRY

BANGALORE 26: In response to the unprecedented or communal violence in Karnataka, Justice Shri V.M. Tarkunde, former President of Citizen’s For Democracy (CFD) and its General Secretary, N.D. Pancholi asked a team of CFD activists in Karnataka to investigate into these events in Karnataka and submit a report. The team includes Shri Hasan Mansur (Vice President CFD, K.) Shri S.R. Hiremath (Organizing Secretary, South India, CFD), Jyothi Veeranna, Sushri Shuju Fouzdar and Shri Azamatullah Chigteri (all members of CFD, K) who visited Davanagere twice on October 18th and 23rd               

 and with help of sverasl active local volunteers collected information from a broad cross-section of the community which included extensive interviews with the injured in the hospital, those who lost livelihood due to burning or looting of their properties and families of those who died in police firing or communal violence, leaders of both the communities and many persons from the affected areas who migrated to the nearby areas or town out of fear. The team also met with the Govt. authorities especially the police and collected their version of the events and statistics. 

            Based on all these facts and interviews, the team has prepared a preliminary report which includes the background of the events, the chronological events beginning with the peace committee meetings, the days of intense violence from 5th night to the 8th, the indiscriminate, harassment and arrest by the police and the shanti padayatra and presents and the end the reasons for the unprecedented violence, draws some conclusions and also suggests as to what next steps can be taken. 

            The reports presents a graphic picture of the sufferings of the innocent people especially those who received serious bullet injuries due to three firings by the police and the incidents of stabbing, acid throwing, etc. by the communal and anti-social elements. The visit to the injured in the hospital and discussions of the team with them reveals that it is the poorer sections who have borne the brunt of the unprecedented communal violence that rocked Davanagere, and other peaceful large size city in the central part of Karnataka. 

            The report call for the appointment of a Commission of Enquiry by a sitting judge of the High Court, adequate compensation to the kith and kin of those who received injuries or die or whose properties have been damaged during the communal violence, systematic and serious efforts to bring to book the culprits and the conspirators who caused the loss of life or injuries ort looted or burnt properties, and calls on the local communities to learn lessons from these incidents and make serious efforts to develop joint leadership of both Hindus and Muslims for maintaining communal harmony and especially involve the youth in this process. The report also calls for serious efforts to keep the public processions and celebrations of religious events even in a more sober and spiritual way rather than vulgar display of money power. It also emphasizes on the need for the police and community leaders closer together for sustained efforts for maintaining communal harmony and developing better understanding among the communities especially the younger generation.    

S.R. Hiremath                                       Hasan Mansur                          Ranjan Rao Yerdoor

Secretary, South India                         Vice-President               Treasurer          

Citizens for Democracy               CFD, K                                 CFD, K

CFD Report on

COMMUNAL VIOLENCE IN DAVANAGERE

BY HASAN MANSUR, S.R. HIREMATH, VEERANNA JYOTHI et al[1]

            Davanagere, a major city in the central part of Karnataka witnessed an unprecedented communal violence during October 5-12, 1990. The communal violence began on Friday October 5th, the day before Ram Jyothi relating to the Babri Masjid-Ram Janmabhoomi controversy arrived ion town and reached a peak with 3 firings during the time Ram Jyothi was in town and continued thereafter leaving 17 persons dead, over 70 persons arrested, property worth lakhs of rupees damaged or looted or burnt and over 400 arrested. The Govt. hospital had never experience the kind of challenge that so many persons with bullet injuries, stabbing and acid throwing, rushing to the emergency section continuously especially on Saturday Octobver 6th. The Ram Jyothi, which is part of the efforts Vishwa Hindu Parishad (VHP) and Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) to mobilize the people from various parts of the country for the proposed beginning of the construction of the Rama temple at the place of the present Babri Masjid in Ayodhya by dismantling the Masjid in its place.   

            In response to the unprecedented communal violence Justice V.M. Tarkunde, the former President of the Citizens for Democracy (CFD) and Shri N.D. Pancholi asked a team of 6 leading members of CFD and others in Karnataka to investigate into the recent communal riots in Karnataka by visiting the affected areas. The team who live closer to Davanagere one of the worst affected cities during the recent communal riots in the state and has not witnessed such communal violence in its history visited the town twice. With the help of local concerned people who had gathered information about the rights extensively and many of whom participated in the Peace March or have served in the hospital or have been direct witness to the communal violence, the team has been able to piece together a chronological picture of the unprecedented communal violence that has rocked this otherwise peaceful city. In addition the team also met the authorities with the petty shop owners and others who lost their properties either due to burning, looting or damaging otherwise.  In addition, the team has held extensive discussions with leaders of the various communities and also with many poor people from the affected areas of Davanagere who moved out to their relatives or have some haven’t due to fear of their lives, being burnt alive in their house and other threats.

            The chronological picture that emerges is as follows:

1.                  Peace Committees: The police were apprehensive and were expecting some trouble because the two events-Id Milad (Mohammad Paigambar Jayanti), on October 3rd and the Ram Jyothi on October 6th were happening rather too close and with the determination of both Committees to celebrate these events of a grander scale was a serious cause of worry among the police.  This was especially so because both Hindu and Muslim communities had been following the tradition of the Communists to have bunting decorations at major circles with banners and other decorations.

The CPI B.N. Metagudmath said “Apprehending problems we made extra efforts to involve the community leaders well so that they can co-operate with the authorities in maintaining peace. We first called peace meeting of only Hindu leaders on September 25th and only Muslim leaders on the 26th and a joint meeting of both on the 30th. They all co-operated and agreed to maintain peace together”. 

The DSP R.C. Hattiholi further added “Since the two events Mohammad Paigambar Jayanthi and the Ram Jyothi was so close and a major cause for clashes could be the removing of decorations in time after the first event for allowing decorations for the second  event to be placed. We brought this issue in the Special Peace Committee meeting on October 3rd and leaders of both communities agreed with us and assured that the decoration of the first events will be removed by 4th night of the first event. In this, specially the Muslim community leaders were to help if there was any difficulty”. 

2.                  Paigambar Jayanthi:- The Paigambar Jayanthi procession on the 3rd went very well. Preparations on a  much grander scale that Davanagere had ever seen and the leaders of both communities participated actively. 

A leader of the Vishwa Hindu Parishad said “The successful procession of the Paigambar Jayanthi on a grand scale made the Hindus especially the youth to ensure that the Ram Jyothi procession on a grander scale and an element of competition set in; The Hindu youth were able to mobilize the financial and other support effectively and preparations for very grand decorations and a procession of Ram hyothi covering almost all places of Davanagere-say 20 to 25 kms route was planned meticulously and widely publicized. 

3.                  Hindu Yuva Shakti:- The organizations called “Hindu Yuva Shakti” whioch has been in existence for a few years was spearheading the whole thing with the boys from, rich and upper middle classes moving around on scooters and other two wheelers. They have also been able to mobilize youth from the many poorer sections of the city for the celebrations of the Hindu events like Ganapathi Jayanthi and this time they were able to galvanize vast sections of the poorer people for the Ram Jyothi yatra. The VHP and the RSS were instruments in the organizing of the Hindu Yuva Shakti. 

4.                  Tension Building Up: By the evening of the 4th and especially the 5th February, the tension had started building up; the initial skirmish started with the non-removal of decorations of Paigambar Jayanti from some places in town and the Hindu boys trying to force the Muslims to remove the same. Some Muslim leaders like President of Municipality of Davanagere Saikh Ahmed adds: “Yes, there were some places where decorations were not removed but we, as per the assurances given to the Peace Committee went to such places and persuaded Muslim youth to remove the same; For example, near Azad Nagar police station, I personally saw the remaining decorations from earlier event removed and decorations for Ram Jyoti were placed and I participated in this task and Pooja was made afterwards.” Similarly, other Muslim leaders like Shri. K. Abdul Rabsab (normally called “Rubsab”) also confirm cooperation of Muslim leaders and in fact, further add that “As per the Peace Committee meeting on the 5th, ten leaders each of both communities went in a mini-bus organized by the police to all the places and called on both the communities especially the youth to co-operate and maintain communal harmony. Further, we all had agreed for being with Ram Jyoti from the start around 6 a.m. on Saturday, the 6th and be with it until the procession was peacefully over”. 

5.                  Events taking ugly turn fifth night: The events started taking ugly turn by the late evening of 5th; Most leaders of both communities do agree that small skirmishes started with the non-removal of decoration bunting and flags in some places like Hounsabhavi circle and near Shanti theatre and Ganesh temple. However, some leaders do like Shaikh Ahmed, Municipal President assert; In personally went, as the agreement in the Peace Committee meeting to the circle near Azad Nagar police station and requested Muslim youth to remove the decorations; Even though some Muslim youth objected, we persuaded them and allowed putting up of Ram Jyoti decorations and Pooja was done; Then only I left the place”. The over enthusiastic Hindu youth had put up buntings, flags and saffron topis in most places including a cap on Devaraj Urs statue. 

6.                  The police confirm: The rumours about clashes, burning of shops, stabbing, etc. spread fast and there was tension in most places. People started gathering in several places and we had difficulty in dispersing them. 

Then started widespread burning of shops especially “dubba” shops belonging mostly to the Muslims as these are spread in several parts of town and isolated. For example, fruit and juice shops near Vidyarthi Bhavan, the scrap sale shops, the pan and beedi shops in most places were burnt out. In some places where there was a Muslim shop in between Hindu shops, it was looted rather than burnt.”

While several people ascribe these incidents to the building up of tension due to non-removal of buntings, etc. some persons seriously suspect the designs of Hindu Yuva Shakti, the RSS and the BJP spreading hatred against Muslims. Both Hindu and Muslim citizens interviewed confirmed that the Hindu youth belonging to the elite class were traveling in several localities on the 5th night and shouting slogans like “Hindu Virodhigalige Dhikkar” (Down with haters of Hindus) which built up the tension further resulting in the Hindu youth burning the shops belonging to the Muslims systematically in a planned manner as it were. 

7.                  Ram Jyoti procession banned: The Revenue and Police authorities realizing the increased tension and communal violence decided to ban the Ram Jyoti procession planned for the 6th; this put the organizers who were prepared for a large scale procession in difficulty. The VHP, BJP and RSS leaders met immediately and decided to press for the permission for Ram Jyoti procession. They all met at 10.30 AM at the Math of Sadyojyothi Swamiji under the Chairmanship of Swamiji and decided to press for permission for the procession. These leaders included Athani Kotresh, Andanur Kotrabasappa, Athani Veeranna Valvakannar, Shankaranarayan (Convenor of Ram Jyoti Kar Seva Samiti) Somanath, Kini and Y. Mallesh.

They all went to the police and revenue authorities and pressed for the permission. Some even said that we will undertake the procession even if you do not give permission. The authorities ultimately relented and agreed to give permission on two conditions: (1) There would be new route for Ram Jyoti procession avoiding high tension especially Muslim areas; The new route given was from Betur Road to Venkateshwar Circle to Bamboo Bazar (via BDO Office) to Chetana Hotel to Ram and Co. circle to end at Beeralingeshwar temple; This was a much shorter route than the previous elaborate route (2) The leaders to give an undertaking that they will be with the rath yatra and ensure peaceful procession to the best of their capacity. All leaders which included names mentioned earlier and also some Muslim leaders present like Shaikh Ahmed, Municipal President signed the undertaking; Shaikh Ahmed also confirms that the Sadyojath Swamiji about joining the Ram Jyoti procession and asking for joining the meeting. While all these negotiations were going on, the police confirm that there was continued arson and looting going on in various parts of town on the 6th morning, especially burning of shops in isolated areas i.e. Muslim shops in Hindu areas and vice versa.    

8.                  Alert Police: The police confirm that they were prepared well in view of anticipation of trouble in terms of adequate police force and all key authorities like the Deputy Commissioner (DC), the Superintendent of Police (SP) and Deputy Inspector General (DIG) of Police being in town right from the 5th itself. There were four DSP’s being in charge of different areas with SP and DIG and revenue authorities (Judicial Magistrates) Tahasildar, A.C. and D.C. were readily available for any major decisions like firing. On the 5th, there were ten KSRP (Karnataka State Reserve Police) units and also there CRPF (Central Reserve Police Force) units. Even 15 days later, on the 23rd, there are still 2 KSRP units and one CRPF unit in addition to the local police force of over 200. 

9.                  First Firing: Even as the negotiation for relaxing 144 section and allowing Ram Jyoti procession to go through a limited route were going on, the DSP Hottiholli confirms the first firing that took place near Azad Nagar Police Station where he was in-charge. He said “There were mobs of people coming from different directions who were burning shops, houses indiscriminately and started throwing stones at police. To protect public lives and property we had to resort to firing. Tahasildar was present with him on the spot when firing was ordered and three persons received bullet injuries, one of whom succumbed to the injuries and died later.”

10.              Second Firing: Again, the DSP confirms, “Around 2.30 or so, a huge crowd was coming from Mehboob Nagar area which was going towards the procession area. The unruly mob started throwing stones to the police. Some had lethal weapons like 4-5 iron …………… 

11.       Third and Major Firing: The Ram Jyoti procession started moving from Betur road towards the Venkateshwar circle where it was to turn towards the Bamboo Bazar. Many persons present in the procession confirm that there were at least 30-40, 000 persons present in the procession. The Hindu boys on two-wheelers were in front of the procession and the buntings, saffron flags and caps were seen everywhere. When the Ram Jyoti procession came near the Venkateshwar circle and was to turn towards the Bamboo Bazar, many Hindu boys and two wheelers and several others insisted that the Ram Jyoti should move towards Azad Nagar, as per the original route and not as per revised route allowed by the authorities. While some persons say that the leaders present insisted to follow the allowed route and failed to prevail on the overenthusiastic youth bent on moving towards Azaad Nagar area, some others say that the so called leaders who had given assurances for maintaining peace for limited route allowed were nowhere to be seen.

            The police were, however, insisting on the processionists to follow the route allowed and not move towards the already sensitive Azad Nagar police station where firing had taken place earlier. As this discussion on the route was going on, the overenthusiastic youth made the Ram Jyoti rath move towards the Azad Nagar police station (around 3 p.m.) and the police opened fire and all hell broke loose as several persons with bullet injuries fell to the ground. The firing left five persons dead on the spot and over 25 sustained bullet injuries. According to one police officer at the site “If the firing was not done, the mob would have moved with the rath towards Azad Nagar area and would have left at least 500 dead.”

12.              Harrowing tales of the wounded: 

When the CFD team visited the Govt. Hospital to see the wounded persons on October 18, 1990, most bullet injured persons was highly critical of the police and their indiscriminate firing. Vithoba Jyoteppa (30) who received serious bullet injuries (the bullet had passed through neck and tongue causing most injury and complicated operation) and could speak with great difficulty expressed: “There was no tear gas; no lathi charge or firing in air or any warning. The police just opened firing without caring for human lives when people were not expecting it. The noise of the firecrackers near Ram Jyoti added to the confusion. Before we knew it, bullets had pierced our bodies sometimes breaking bones. When encountered the bullet gets splintered when reaches bone or any obstruction and we were to the ground profusely bleeding. And in most instances unconscious in a few minutes”. Another person Salim Jamalsab Doddamani (24) who received bullet injuries in the earlier firing at 11.30 on Saturday, the 7th , was most shaken by the experience and appeared very weak. He said “I had gone from the house to see my mother who had gone to wood depot. The policemen just did not care and were firing indiscriminately. Another person Rashid and I received serious bullet injuries and both were bleeding profusely. Rashid was not as lucky and succumbed to the injuries and died a little later. When I was taken to the hospital I was filed up like a bag on the other wounded. However police had to make stops to drop some fellows whom they had arrested before. I was taken to the hospital and I was half conscious and was afraid to bleed to death; thanks to some volunteers who donated blood and very prompt care of the doctors in the Chigteri Hospital I am alive now. I do not want to live in this City. I would rather go to a peaceful village. How does my family survive when I am the oldest and lying the hospital and feeling physically so weak.” 

            The story of a young boy, Basavaraj Veeru Pakshappa Karadennavar (10) of Giri Theater area slum is heart touching. His mother Parvathemma with very sad eyes attending her son in the hospital said “My little boy had just gone outside on Saturday around noontime or so. As he did not return soon we were looking for him and someone told us that he had received some injury from the police action and was lying unconscious and he was picked up by some person and taken to his sister who put some water on his face when he became conscious and she put turmeric on the wound, the boy kept groaning with pain all night and his father took the boy on the bicycle early morning around 6 O’ clock towards the hospital. But some trouble makers beat his father and took away his bicycle. Then the father with fear for life returned home with the boy. When the pain persisted he finally took the boy the next morning to the hospital and came to know it was bullet injury after X-ray was taken and had to operated.” 

            There are such harrowing stories of everyone ion the hospital including stabbing and acid injuries. Moreover, almost all the injured persons either bullet or stabbing or acid throwing are from poorer segments whose livelihood has been seriously affected by these incidents. The miscreants encouraged by the rich and powerful boys from elite areas were involved in mischief. Noor Ahmad (28) who runs a small bidi shop in Batli layout was beaten by 10-12 hooligans on 

Old Baitur Road

on Monday 8th around 2 a.m. when he had stopped for recess outside after returning from his sister’s place and his two fingers were chopped off by sickle and Nagaraj (18) who was learning how to drive auto was by near Azad  Nagar cross and a group of boys beat him causing head injuries. Both Noor Ahmad and Nagaraj said, “We did not provoke anybody in any manner; some people were kind enough to get us to the hospital.” 

13.              Highhanded behaviour of police and home guard

Even though police had tried their best, Davanagere witnessed continued arson and looting on a smaller after the major incidents on the 5th, 6th and 7th. However what has not been reported in the press is what many community leaders alleged as highhanded behaviour of police and home guard, sometimes bordering on community hatred. Several respected Muslim leaders reported that after burying the dead according to religious rituals, they thought that things would be quiet but the reign of terror was unleashed by the Home guard and police who went into many houses in Chamarajpet, Narasimharajpet, Azad Nagar, Ahmed Nagar, Basheja Nagar, Mehboob Nagar and arrested persons indiscriminately beating them up if they protested and even snatching wrist watches. H. Abdul Gafoorsab (66) narrated his own personal experience when police entered into his house in Chamarajpet and beat his 3 sons, Mustaq Ahmed (22), H. Mohammed Iqbal (35) and Nissar Ahmed (30) and arrested them without any charges and the incident occurred around 11:30 AM, Wednesday 10th. There are incidents of this kind and highhanded behaviour of police mentioned by many including some members of the Hindu Yuva Shakti.

14.              Arrests and release

In all there were 406 persons arrested in connection with these incidents. 6 persons were released on the 18th, 350 were released on 20th and 6 persons on the 22nd. 44 persons are still in police custody. 

(1)   The scene of major firing on the 6th at 3 PM
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II Reasons for the Communal Violence and Conclusions

From discussions with a cross-section of people affected and others, leaders of the community and government authorities, the following appear to be major reasons and some resulting conclusions:

The systematic hatred being spread against some communities e.g. the RSS and BJP helping the Hindu Yuva Shakti who roamed around chanting provocative slogans like “Hindu Virodhigalige Dhikkar (Down with haters of Hindus)” and excessive zeal and abusive language for removal of buntings and flags by the Muslims; ofcourse the Muslim community also has some elements of similar kind; From the talks with leaders of both communities, it appeared that Muslim leaders had done a greater job of containing their youth. It is this attitude that began the skirmishes on the 5th night resulting in unprecedented communal violence that Davanagare has ever seen in its history. 

Lack of sustained local initiatives for communal harmony: There has not been any serious attempt jointly by the leaders of Hindu and Muslim communities to maintain communal harmony by systematic and ongoing efforts to bring both the communities especially the youth closer and understand each other better and be sensitive to some religious sentiments. The Peace Committees initiated by the police and revenue authorities are too sporadic and inadequate to create lasting good feelings and understanding between the two communities. 

It is this serious failure on the part of both communities and lack of courage of conviction atleast on the part of most leaders to be present at the critical hours of firing and influencing the youngsters to maintain that resulted in the communal violence. 

The police have not made serious attempts to win the confidence of both the communities especially the younger elements. They have only resorted to use of force which is counter productive in situations like this; the highhanded behaviour of atleast some police and Home guards have aggravated the situation further. The police having resorted to firing directly without tear gas, lathi charge and warning shots in the air, have created deep feelings of resentment against the police in the mind of the injured and families of those who died, in particular, and the police in general. The indiscriminate firing has caused greater injuries to innocent people. 

Role of political parties:  It is the unmistakable belief of most people that all political parties especially the BJP have contributed to the situation leading to communal violence. It was specifically pointed out that almost all political party leaders with a few exceptions were there at the Ram Jyothi Rath Yatra and most of them disappeared when the firing took place, and did not try to do something positive in that difficult moment. 

[1] The team which has prepared this CFD report include Azamatullah Chigteri, Shuju Fouzdar, S.R Hiremath, Veeranna Jyothi, and Hasan Mansur.

REPORT OF RIOTS IN KOLAR – PUCL (K) AND CFD (K)

On 2.10.1990, Kolar was rocked with communal violence. The clashes between two communities Hindu – Muslim resulted in a long curfew of 78 days in the town; a record of sots in South India!! The clashes were the direct result of development of communalism in a peaceful town, over the years.

Kolar is a moderate town of population of about 1 lakh. Muslims constitute about 30%. The Hindu community dominates the society, with trade, educational institutions and goods transport in its hands. The Muslim community constitutes middle and lower middle classes. The community engages in silk reeling business and small trade, usually cart pullers, rickshaw drivers, lorry drivers, automobile workers are all Muslims. The community as a whole is educationally backward. There are not quite many who went to Gulf when the boom existed. 

Both the communities Hindu and Muslim were coexisting without any skirmishes or clashes since ages. From the time of Tipu and Hyder the relations between the two communities were so welded, that it was unthinkable that a divide could occur on its own. The cultural expressions of such a unity were evident in the most important religious festivals of the communities. The Karaga festival is a combined effort. The deity even to this day enters Dargah to pay obeisance. The occasional Tippotsava celebrations of Someswara Temple were also a joint effort. It was Muslims who were adept in preparing a float to carry the deity on the Aman Tank.

The houses and sites owned by Brahmins around Kolaramma and Someswara Temples have been sold to Muslims. It is an example of secular traditions in the town that a Mosque exists between two ancient temples. And the official trustee of the Someswara temple is a Muslim. Even in October 1990 when the tensions mounted high, no damage whatsoever was done to these temples – a testimony to the age-long secular tradition, these temples stand as islands among the Muslim houses.

Such a serene, secular atmosphere in Kolar town has been, over the years, sown with division, hatred and communal divide.

The first seeds of separation:-

The language chauvinism which developed in Karnataka from 1967 – which in fact meant the primacy for Kannada films over others in Kolar – initiated the Kannada sanghas; the Kannada Sanghas’ activities confined to decorating the cinema stars and cinema houses when Kannada (Rajkumar) films were released in the town. The Rajyotsava celebrations got a start in 1970. Till then it was no affair at all. The Rajyotsava celebrations were new to Kolar. The language, Kannada was referred by zealots as Kannada Mother – Kannada Mathe. The Mother symbol is highly reverential and Mother Kannada was deified as Bhuvaneswari. The women goddess has universal appeal unlike male gods in Hindu tradition. The male gods may be different but their consorts mean ultimately the Universal Mother. As such long queues can be seen, in every temple on Tuesdays and Fridays to offer pooja to female goddesses. Coming to Rajyotsava celebrations, Kannada became Bhuvaneswari and in turn it was identical with every other female deity. Hence all the deities were assembled in a long queue and a procession was taken out in the streets of Kolar. Thus Rajyotsava really was a procession of all the deities available in and around Kolar town. Only the slogans gave the indication of Kannada (like Kannada baalleli, sirigannadom gelli).

The assembly elections – I

The Muslim community lacks leadership of moderate vision and political farsightedness. Interestingly it is the political leadership picked and hoisted by Congress (I) party in Kolar town which accelerated communalisation in Kolar. Kolar has an assembly seat and till 1964 it was the left and ryot leaders who captured the seats. The following table illustrates the candidates fielded by Congress (I).

	Year
	Cong (I) Candidate
	Opposition
	Elected 

	1971
	D.Venkataramiah
	Venkatagiriyappa
	Cong(I)

	1973
	Abdul Latheef
	- do-
	-do-

	1978
	-do-
	
	-do-

	1983
	Nazeer Ahmed
	Kr Srinivasiah
	JP

	1985
	Abdul Rahim
	-do-
	JP

	1990
	Nisar Amed
	-do-
	Cong(I)


Thus we see the Congress party fielding only Muslim candidates in Kolar. Kolar is traditionally a Congress stronghold. After the linguistic chauvinism entering Kolar and having taken deep roots from 1969 to 1973, the atmosphere in Kolar rendered a distinct bias.

Contribution of Emergency 1976

In 1977-78, after the Emergency, when there existed a Janatha wave, Kolar favoured a Cong (I) candidate alone. But the Emergency period produced local heroes in arrested RSS activists throughout the district. In Kolar town it was J Parthasarathy who utilised the sympathy and tried and succeeded in consolidating it. 

The RSS activist tried to intervene in as many spheres of social activity as possible and tried to influence events. The existing Kannada Sanghas did not have enough public image to associate with. Hence these did not attract the RSS activists. (But in Siddlaghatta, Srinivaaspura, KGF and Bangarpet RSS has intervened in Kannada Sanghas and it is they who are even now controlling it)

In Kolar, RSS/BJP members captured the Brahman Sangha, then defunct. In fact J Parthasarathy remitted Rs 700/- of his personal money to apply for registration of Municipal site in the name of Sangha. Having acquired the site, he began to canvass for a hostel. Money flowed in and a completed building stood in 1982.

At the same time Sri Ramakrishna (a SBM employee) started Chinmaya Vidyalaya. An institution unattached to Chinmaya Mission but controlled by RSS. It started a primary school in 1982.

In 1984 to augment the monetary resources for RSS/BJP activities, it was decided to have a Public Ganesha Celebration Committee. With the cooperation of MLA KR Srinivasiah (1984), an administrative order was obtained from Deputy Commissioner (Shivananda) that, no donations were to be collected from the public for Ganesh festival. But this public committee was authorised to do so. With this kind of administrative backup funds were collected. The idea was to cancel Mohalla-wise Ganesh Celebrations and pool-up resources to have a cultural event on a grand scale.

In effect the Sarvajanika Ganesh Samiti collected huge funds and crated all around itself dependent individuals to earn money. Starting from printing pamphlets, lottery tickets, procuring flowers, preparing dais, decoration, loud speakers, etc. etc., the contract is given only to Hindu and RSS sympathisers. This activity threw up a few vested interests who depend on this annual event to earn money.

Mr. J Parthasarathy whose name cannot be found in Sarvajanika Ganesh Samiti, or Chinmaya Vidyalaya or Brahman Association – is the principal coordinator of all these institutions.

As on date through these institutions he has created all infrastructure for effective functioning. The Brahman Sangha has an auditorium and Hostel, Chinmaya Vidyalaya runs schools up to High School level and has on its rolls more than 40 teachers. The Sarvajanika Ganesh Samiti has more than 1 lakh as its fixed funds. Thus the paid teachers, hostel students, and benefactors of annual Ganesh festivities, automatically became loyal volunteers of RSS.

To gain social importance J Parthasarathy started a weekly “Jana Bimba” also. It is a defunct paper. But J Parthasarathy has got journalist accreditation and free bus passes and invitations to Government functions etc. through this. 

The Assembly Elections – II

In 1983 with the then existing Janatha wave in the State, Sri KR Srinivasiah was fielded by Janatha Party. The BJP extended support. The Cong (I) fielded Naseer Ahmed (now minister of SSI) who hailed from KGF. This was exploited by JP/BJP who canvassed not to vote a man from KGF but instead vote a Kolar man. But on the eve of the elections the Hindu – Muslim divide came to the surface in a way unseen before. The Cong (I) candidate had made his Muslim identity as the base and JP/BJP made it clear not to elect another Muslim MLA from Kolar. KR Srinivasiah won. From this day onwards RSS/BJP activists got credibility from the elected MLA and through him alone Sarvajanika Ganesh Samiti started.

Similarly in 1985, again KR Srinivasiah won and it was Abdul Rahim (Cong (I)) who was defeated. In this election too communal accord worked and RSS/BJP activists got further manoeuvrability of MLA utilising the favourable MLA, it was decided to have a Hindu consolidation day – Hindu Samajotsava. The programme was very simple. Just as on 1st November (Rajyotsava day) all the deities in Kolar are assembled in a place and a procession is taken out in the streets. The form was not peculiar but the slogans were. The inciting slogans like “Bharatiyaru Hindugalu”, “Namma Desha Hindu Desha”, “Namma Rakta Hindu Rakta” and “Navalla Vondu Hindu” were shouted. This procession created a genuine fear among the other minorities. From this celebrations a clear signal was delivered to minorities that the majority community was communalised. From this year alone Muslims started, Id Milad celebrations on a grand scale, as a reaction.

The Muslim Response

The Muslim community is unable to organise itself on institutional lines. The one reason may be that there is no substantial middle class in the community. Though the community has Anjuman Education Society, its employees are not drafted for any other work. The community has not produced any leader of moderate vision and farsightedness. The leaders for the community are always being hoisted by one or the other big politician at Bangalore. As such every leader so hoisted either resides at Bangalore or runs to Bangalore on every occasion. Abdul Lathif (MLA from 1973 – 83) stayed at Bangalore. Nazeer Ahmed who was fielded by Cong (I) in 1983 did not belong to Kolar at all. So was Abdul Rahim from Bangalore (1985). Interestingly there is no one with a mass base in the community at Kolar. Hence every leader is hoisted by Cong (I) party and he is definitely its candidate for Assembly Elections.

For all the activities of RSS/VHP the Muslim response is only a reaction in religious activities. There is no deeper analysis among them whether it is Bakrid or Id Milad or Id Ul Fitr – they are celebrated with more lavishness and ferociousness.

The Municipal Elections and further consolidation of RSS

The Municipal elections in Kolar town have a peculiar role to augment communal flare-up.

	1981
	Elections Postponed

	1982
	-do-

	1983
	Election Held (august)

	1988
	Election Postponed

	1989
	-do-

	1990
	Election held (March)


It may be recalled that in 1983, 1985 and 1990 assembly elections were also held. We see that from 1981 – 1990 election fever existed in one way or the other and it was open for the rising youth leaders to show up as local heroes.

These local heroes, who were unemployed and lumpen elements, were backbone of RSS/BJP activities. These boys were against established leaders in political parties and wanted their own identity. They found expression in identifying themselves in many a programme sponsored by RSS/BJP to keep themselves engaged.

In December 1987 RSS/VHP activists began a campaign against miscreants who broke the idols in Vokkaleri village. No body knew for certain who were the culprits. But the blame was squarely laid on Muslims. On 28.12.1987 Kolar town was forced to call a bundh.

Wherever Muslim religious tombs existed RSS made it a point to establish a Hindu temple nearby. It was as if to force Hindu dominance.

As such the Jalakanteswara Temple which stood ruined for 400 years near Antaraganga Hills was renovated. Only reason being that Jalal Sha Wali’s (sufi saint) tomb existed on the other side.

Overnight a Shakti Ganapathi Temple stood up in front of Pallavi Theatre in October 1988. The reason being Hazrath Musthan Sha Qaadin Mutan and two other tombs exist on one side of bus-stand.

Thus RSS/VHP kept the tempo of religious / communal fervour with one project or the other from 1980-1988. From 1989 it was all Ram Janam Bhoomi, Tala Kholo agitation etc.

The Communal violence of December 1988

In 1988 December, the centenary of Hedgewar the founder of RSS was organised on a grand scale. Because of sizeable SC population in Kolar, a SC Doctor Sri Govinda Raj (Bhavani Nursing Home) was requested to be the President of the celebrations committee. This doctor never sympathised with RSS and in fact was a BAMCEF worker. The very inauguration of this committee ran into rough weather. The doctor insisted that Ambedkar was a non-Hindu with RSS differing with him. Thereafter the RSS, unceremoniously abandoned Dr. Govind Raj and began to organise on their own. About 100 small committees were formed or the existing ones like Ayyappa Samitis utilised to propagate the ideals of Hedgewar. It culminated in centenary celebrations on December 1988. on the day of the celebration a long procession of Hindu gods/goddesses was taken out. The youth with their yellow ribbons on their head and red tilak smacked of the militancy acquired on the day. The students and other lumpen elements joined. Liquor was profusely in use. The dancing, slogan shouting gave out the intentions of the organisers. But largely Muslim community did not react at first. In fact certain Muslim leaders welcomed the procession in their area. This infuriated others in the community.

A mob of about 200 gathered at New Bus-stand area and began shouting “Allah Ho Akbar”, and pelted stones at houses. In the meanwhile crackers burst at PWD Quarters gave way for confusion and clashes. The intoxicated youth with head bands attacked as many shops as possible, and pelted stones. The villagers that had gathered for the procession attacked Muslims near Cocoon Market. They were settling old scores. More than 200 were arrested. The Police attacked many houses in Dargah locality and dragged Muslim youth away. For one whole week tension persisted. The local papers blew up stories of all sorts. Bombs were ‘discovered’, which later proved to be a hoax. Most of the arrested were the migrated labour in Silk Reeling business. The cocoon market was closed down for more than one month. The affected were largely poor Muslims and the reeling units laid bare for more than a month. The workers in reeling factories suffered. The clashed threw up many contradictions and tensions existing in society especially in Silk business. But it was a pity that these tensions were settled in the communal clashes.

The Silk trade and communal divide

The silk trade is an important bread winner for thousands of people in Kolar. The entire trade involves many stages to produce the final product – the silk yarn. And certain stages in the manufacture are controlled by different communities. The silk manufacture involves – (a) rearing cocoons (b) marketing cocoons (c) extracting thread from cocoons (d) twisting thread to form yarn (e) marketing yarn.

Rearing cocoons involves hard work and intensive care. The silkworms are reared by feeding cut-mulberry leaves. Hence it is a semi agricultural activity and as such silk cocoons are reared in villages around Kolar. The farmers – big and small – are Hindus. After ninety days the silk worms grow and weave cocoons around them. The cocoons are brought to centralised cocoon purchasing agency at Kolar.

The marketing forces take over, and the farmers are ruthlessly exploited at every level. The middle men who are Muslims vie with one another to snatch the cocoons, even before the farmer enters the market. In fact rules are in existence to arrest and prevent the purchasers of cocoons outside the market yard. But seldom it is done. Each middle man puts his hand in cocoon bale to examine the contents’ quality. He never puts it back. On an average a bale loses 4 – 5 kgs of cocoons worth Rs 200 – 300, in this way alone. Next is weighing; all tricks are employed to cheat the farmer.

The reelers who purchase the cocoons are Muslims. Here exists tension between two communities – between Hindu farmers and Muslim reelers – due to business interests. This is open for different interpretations by vested interest. And the RSS/BJP exploit this.          

There exist more than 1500 reeling units employing more than 3500 persons. Interesting fact is that this labour force is entirely migratory drawn from villages around Kolar. They are all Muslims.

Whenever cocoon market closes down, it is this labour force which is laid off. All the labour being on daily wages starves when the market is closed. But this section is open for all manipulation and reacts very violently.

The twisting of silk thread is a capital intensive industry, involving large machinery. The labour employed do skilled work are paid more. The twisting business responds to Bangalore market. But the yarn twisters depend on Hindu money lenders who stock, hoard the yarn and make money.

Here another tension exists between Hindu and Muslim individuals due to business interests. But it does not operate openly, but subtly influences other spheres.

During December 1988 disturbances, the first casualty was cocoon market, which was shut down for more than a month.

The communal riots of October 1990

The Ramjanam Bhoomi wave had its reverberations in Kolar district. The RSS/VHP organised Ramjyothi to be taken out throughout the district. The Ramjyothi which started at Avani village, reached Srinivaspur a taluka centre on 27.09.1990. The town has a large Muslim population. Every procession of importance courses through the main streets of the town. But Ramjyothi organisers insisted on diverting the Rath in a circuitous route, through a Muslim dominated area. The local Muslim community never objected. But the Police were apprehensive and they did not permit. The Police overreacted and insisted on a normal route. Arguments and counter arguments did not yield and solely due to Police resistance (and Muslims had nothing to with this) the Ram Rath was diverted to Mulbagal and it did not enter Srinivaspur.

But this was capitalised by RSS/VHP in giving statements and spreading rumours against Muslims. The rural masses were thus instigated. The farmers as was made out attacked and cut down mango orchards owned by Muslims. Considerable planning and execution went into this, for, cutting a tree us a hard job. Trees cannot be plucked or they were not destroyed by explosives – but simply cut down with axes and saws. In a span of 7 days, 268 acres were destroyed. If only reason occurred to one’s mind about this horror it was to break the back of Muslims (their economic base). The fact that it was not an isolated incident in the State as such (Coorg, Chamarajpet too suffered tree cuttings), may be, a draft plan existed somewhere.

3.10.1990 was Id Milad. As stated earlier this festival was celebrated as a reaction to rise in Hindu assertiveness. On 1.10.1990 the organisers had decided to overdo the decorations in the streets. This was noticed by RSS activists and a quarrel began near Venkataramana Swamy temple. Some one stole a serial light set. The first skirmish started by 10 p.m. The Police intervened and dispersed the mob. But the Muslim youth pelted stones on buses and a maruthi car with a pregnant woman inside was badly hit.

Soon the propaganda work began by RSS/VHP as though they were waiting for this opportunity. They campaigned in the night door to door. They succeeded in organising a meeting by 9 a.m. next day (2.10.1990) at Sharadaamba Choultry. The main speaker was J Parthasarathy, who made a case for observing the day as protest day. The logic twisted and turned runs like this – the clashes on previous night (1.10.1990) indicate further plan to attack on 3.10.1990, during afternoon procession. Police being inactive, the Hindus are to close down the shops. Again Muslim procession should not be allowed to pass through Hindu areas, because, the Police, at Srinivaspur, did not permit Ramjyothi through Muslim areas.

The SP/DC entered the meeting by noon and tried to pacify the people. It was agreed that ID procession should take place. Soon it was clear that RSS/VHP failed in their plan to halt this. Hence by 2.45 p.m. an innocent boy named Ravishankar was stabbed by RSS activists, near Venugopal Swamy temple. The curfew was imposed immediately.  

Thus it is clearly seen that it was entirely RSS/VHP instigating a crime to halt Id Milad procession.

Other forces taken

From this day 3.10.1990 to 6.10.1990 no incidents occurred inside Kolar. Anyone would have expected mobs to set fire or damage properties. But nothing occurred. This is a different story. Few days earlier on 22.09.1990 ABVP organised anti-Mandal procession by college students. The students had to give a memorandum against Mandal report to DC. When they talked to DC, he showed Prajavani paper which gave a list of castes benefiting by Mandal Report. The students who were mainly backward caste were baffled. Soon word spread that RSS/VHP was against BC’s. It was this which made youth/students not to organise themselves and support RSS/VHP.

But the stabbing incidents continued. The stabbing occurred only on the outskirts of Kolar and according to Police analysis, the pattern of stabbing were by professional criminals. In the meanwhile with no incidents occurring inside Kolar, the RSS/VHP activists apprehended arrests. Hence, other activists from nearby B’pet and KGF, who are mainly BEM workers were put to use. These people visited nearby villages on scooters, bikes, etc. and explained the concocted stories of Hindu sufferings. The stoning of maruthi car on 1.10.1990 (night) was blown up and all sorts of imagination were packed into it. It was rumoured that the pregnant woman was hit and womb ripped open. The activists instigated the rural folk to instigate Muslims.

And thus began sporadic clashes and violence on Muslims. As per police records there were 158 cases of stabbing, 4 burnings of buildings and 2 dead. The KSRTC buses were stopped, Muslims identified and thrashed. Sugatur, Thotli Kodarajahalli, Hudukula, Kuppanahalli, Vadagur, etc. were the villages affected. In Sugatur, 2 Muslim youth were murdered. In Thotli village, Muslim women were made to alight from buses and stripped. The buses were cancelled. The Muslim drivers refused to ply vehicles. All the vehicular traffic halted. For one full month no commodities entered Kolar. The essential articles became dearer.

The cost of vegetables rose by 50%. Milk and other products went up by 25%. The population suffered. The rural masses who mainly benefit by marketing vegetables, milk, butter, in Kolar town suffered more. The cauliflower, tomato and potato crops rooted. There were no Lorries to ply them out to Madras. The loss like this ran to lakhs of rupees.

The disturbances caused heavy migration of Muslims from rural side to Kolar town. It was rumoured that a separate settlement will spring up on government land for migrated Muslims. The Muslim retail traders who buy the agricultural produce in villages at Kolar influenced events far and wide. Pomegranate and Seethaphal auction by Forest Department in Kamasamudram forest, did not attract any Muslim bidders. There was no one to bid at those auctions either. The Muslim traders were afraid that they may not be allowed to pick fruits. Similarly all credit given for tamarind trees by Muslim traders stopped. No doubt in coming months mango, tamarind and other fruits will have slump in the markets.

These clashes have made Kolar to have curfew for 78 days. These have left everyone unhappy. There are none who have escaped the aftermath effects.

The other forces in Kolar like DSS and other secular elements were overrun by the communal frenzy. They were unable to react and make a dent to clear the communal tensions. More tragedy befell Muslim community. Till date none among the community has ever taken steps to diffuse, or analyse the tensions in Kolar or tried to settle the affected. The local MLA is Congress (I) man. Nothing can be expected from him.

The Gandhi Peace Foundation and Manavathe Vedike were two organisations which organised some sort of meeting on communal harmony.

Another feature of these communal riots is the role of local news papers. The Kolar Patrike and Kolar Vani which are RSS/VHP sympathisers did much damage. By publishing the names of the dead, injured and arrested they were giving signals to the communities. The descriptive accounts of the dead, added emotional content to the atmosphere. The papers were so sure of clashes, deaths, etc that the death of Ravishankar was put as “the first casualty of the day was Ravishankar”. This clearly showed that these people have already prepared the count of death of martyrs. 

But “Honnidi” another newspaper stood out isolated championing the cause of secular tradition.

The government officials and police behaved with communal bias. The Andhra Police deployed in Kolar were seen themselves abusing Muslims in foul language.

One interesting account of extent of bias can be recounted here. In Sugatur a few arrests were made in connection with double murder of Muslim youth. Amongst the arrested is a Gramina Bank employee named Narayanappa. The chairman of Kolar Gramina Bank, Sri Seetharama Prabhu, who is a RSS/VHP sympathiser, went to the extent of telephoning SP to release the arrested employee. Now the preliminary enquiry is over and all of them including Narayanappa are in district jail. But the chairman has not suspended the employee, though KGB rules clearly stipulate that an employee charged with crime should be suspended. Instead the employee is allowed to utilise leave in his credit. To this extent officials are communalised in Kolar

Manavatha Vedike

Kolar

