Idgah Maidan in Jayanagar, Bangalore

The disputed Idgah property lies in the middle of Jayanagar and is located adjacent to the main road, in Jayanagar. This Idgah is surrounded by a bus stand on two sides and houses and shops on other sides, besides four urinals attached to the wall. One part of the Idgah is used as a burial ground and in another part namaz or prayer is offered in makeshift mosque. This Idgah property was donated to the wakf board in 1935 by the then Maharaja of princely state. Since there were hardly any Muslims living in the vicinity, a custodian from Basavangudi, 3 Kms from Jayanagar was appointed to look after the property. This arrangement continued for many years ill the Muslim population grew in Jayanagar and demanded the handing over of the property to them to construct a mosque for prayers. This was resented and the issue went to court. Meanwhile the plan of the Bangalore Corporation to convert Jayanagar into a bigger extension added fuel to this problem, when they demanded a portion of land from the Idgah to broaden the main road. This was also refused till the katha was transferred to Jayanagar Muslims and a suitable compensation was given to them. Meanwhile, a court order was passed, saying that ‘the Basavangudi Muslims are in possession and their possession can’t be disturbed except in due course of law’, thereby stalling the Corporations efforts and giving a clear edge to Basavangudi Muslims. The problem got aggravated when Muslims of Jayanagar formed a youth forum and started digging a bore well inside Idgah property. This was objected to. A stone thrown from nowhere triggered of the controversy and the riot. Wild rumours soon followed that the mosque was being attacked and a portion was demolished. Soon riots spread to Muslim-dominated areas like Tilaknagar, Gauri Palya, Bismilla Nagar, Yarab nagar, Lashker and 

Banergatta Road

. This riot was seen as many as a ‘clash of two Muslim groups’, while the police see this as a ‘Hindu Muslim conflict’. The riot blew over within 36 hours being restricted to certain selected pockets, and did not spread throughout the state, or even the city itself. Five people were killed, most deaths occurring due to police firing on innocent people, 83 persons were injured and property worth more than Rs 20 lakhs was destroyed. 

