Festival occasion as moment for riot

The Hindu Sikh riots that took place at Bidar September 14th and 16th 1988 left at least 6 Sikh students dead, about 100 injured and loss of property worth nearly Rs 62 lakhs. Trouble started on the night of September 14, when a few Sikh students in Gandhinagar were asked to pay subscription for the Ganesh Chathurti celebrations that were to take place the next day. The students refused to pay as they claimed that they had already paid. This led to a scuffle where the Sikh students got beaten up. They later returned to the spot in a larger number and damaged a few vehicles and shops belonging to the Hindus. In retaliation, late at night a group of Hindu young men struck at the houses where the Sikh students were staying and burnt their scooters. During the night, a plot was apparently hatched where it is believed that the future course of attack was decided upon. The planned nature of the attacks- use of petrol, selective assaults on Sikh, burning of the houses of Muslim landlords and sparing those owned by the Hindus- indicate the well thought out strategy that was shaped at the meeting on 14th night. From the next morning, a regular onslaught began- not only on the Sikh students who were involved the previous night, but also against houses and shops owned by Sikhs in other parts of the town.  An inadequate police force, tried to keep the two contending groups at bay, but with no success. Six people died and 42 were injured, all of whom were Sikhs. All the 85 houses that were attacked were occupied by Sikhs, though in some cases the owners were Muslims. Property worth more than Rs 1 Crore was destroyed.  

 Clashes during the Ganesha idol immersion in September 1991 in Belgaum. 

In 1995 Hubli witnessed a flare-up of communal riots during the Holi festivities. Holi has always been a popular festival, and sometimes the festivities in Hubli have been quite boisterous.  Already being a communal riots prone area, it became easy for the festivities to instigate riots. Trouble began on the afternoon of 21st March, but there are two conflicting versions on how it did. The first incident was reported at the junction of the communally sensitive areas where a mosque is located. One report has it that a person with a weapon emerged from the mosque and started attacking Holi revelers. Another has it, that an argument broke out when the people taking out the procession were asked not to shout near the place of worship. Tension mounted when the person was found dead about 100m from the mosque. Over the next four days, more than 30 incidents of stabbing were reported in the city, causing suspicion that the trouble was planned. The Janata Dal government responded with alacrity to the situation, and additional forces were rushed to check the situation. 

 Violent clashes marred the immersion ceremony of lord Ganesha in September 2001.

